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Safeena Leila Mecklai 

Associate Vice President 

Capalino+Company 

Safeena currently works as an Associate Vice President at 

Capalino+Company, where she assists clients in strategically navigating 

government and community relations in New York City. In her role, she co-

founded MWBE Connect NY, a mobile application that uses innovative bid-

matching technology to connect small businesses with City and State 

opportunities. 

Safeena brings to the team years of experience in millennial engagement, campaigning, organizing, and 

advocacy. Safeena is a graduate of the Coro Fellowship in Public Affairs, a post-graduate leadership 

training program in NYC. Safeena has worked on a variety of projects, including: successfully advocating 

for improved bicycle access to the World Trade Center with the Port Authority of New York and New 

Jersey; coordinating and managing volunteers during a high-profile electoral campaign; designing a 

voting access lobbying platform for the New York City teachers union; and recommending new metrics for 

measuring food security for the NYC Mayor’s Office of Food Policy. 

Prior to the Fellows Program, Safeena served as the chief lobbyist for the University of California, 

Berkeley student body at the local, state, and national levels. In her role, she led a team in a city-wide 

redistricting campaign that created the nation’s first “student district,” a city council district made up of a 

supermajority of students. Safeena’s office launched the California Public Higher Education Caucus, a 

Congressional caucus that advocates for California’s public higher education system at the Federal level. 

Safeena also served as the Chair of the Board of the UC Student Association, a not-for profit 

organization, at which she represented over 230,000 students and coordinated campaigns across the ten 

UC campuses to expand affordability, accessibility, and diversity in higher education. 
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Tunisha W. Walker 

Senior Vice President 

Capalino+Company 

Tunisha brings to Capalino+Company extensive knowledge of governmental 

affairs on a city and state level and experience with Business Development, 

Minority Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs) and 

Community/Grassroots Organizing 

To many in the political world, she is known for her great work and 

accomplishments as the NYC Political/ Clergy Organizer and the NYS Political 

Legislative Director for the Association of Community Organizations for Reform 

(ACORN). She organized hundreds of clergy and members to rally and lobby in NYC, Albany and 

Washington, DC. In Long Island, she was the Co-Chair of the Working Families Party (Nassau County 

Chapter) and provided assistance with training chapter members on the political process for selecting 

candidates to represent them. Throughout her various roles in government and the not-for-profit world, 

Tunisha has continued her mission of lobbying for the rights of communities and people of color, who 

have been unable to have their voices heard on the topics of education, affordable housing, health care, 

living wage for NYC, and immigration reform and MWBE. She has provided technical assistance to 

individuals who were applying for MWBE status. 

 

 


